The Jack O’Brien Stain Glass Panel, the story behind this and some
details on Crew 1
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It is a very sunny day in April 2020
and the whole country is in ‘lockdown’
due to Covid-19. Peter and I were
making a trip to the old Control Tower
on Seething Airfield to carry out a
security check. We, the committee,
decided that we would make random
security visits while the emergency
lasted. While Peter was looking in the
Nissan hut at something I decided to
go and sit in the new chapel. The sun
was shining through the colours of the
window, throwing a pattern of light on
the newly laid blue carpet tiles.
(Photo supplied)

so

om
.c

th

48

e4

fth

I was deep in thought as I watched this patch of red slowly move. I looked at the window, then at
the side photograph of a very handsome young man receiving an award. Underneath this
photograph it says his name Captain Jack O’Brien, Crew 1, 712 Squadron, 448 Bomb Group. The
writing on the stain glass itself says “IN MEMORY OF JACK O’BRIEN (PILOT), CREW No 1
712 SQD, 448 BG AND ALL WHO SERVED IN THE 448BG”. Then in the smaller panel
underneath it says, ”This Window Was Donated By The Family And Friends Of Jack O’Brien”. I
wanted to find out about this young man together with his crew. I decided to carry out some
research with the limited sources available in ‘lockdown’ and then to share my findings. However,
the only sources open to me was information in the public domain such as the internet and my
family’s own library. You the reader can follow my journey.

STAIN GLASS PANEL
Information was not available about the actual commissioning of
the stain glass panel but I found that an Anthony (Tony)
Hollingberry of Wisbech in Cambridgeshire was the designer and
maker and A Hollingberry 2005 is inscribed at the bottom of the
panel. In April 2010 Jack’s son Mike together with his wife
Joanie and their son, Sean were making a visit over to the UK
and visited the Control Tower to see the commissioned stain
glass panel. This visit was closely followed in June by Jack’s
daughter Colleen. She also met Mr & Mrs A Hollingberry.

(Photos supplied)

Now I turned my attention to Jack and his crew. It is a journey into the USA in the 1920s and
1930s as well as later in the century. It covers where these young men came from, the types of
occupations they had before they were called up to serve their country and what they did
afterwards. For the purposes of uniformity, I have given the crew their positions, full name, rank
and service number given in an official “Missing Air Crew Report” which is dated 21 and 27 April
1944.

JACK WILBUR O’BRIEN – Pilot – 0741929 – 1st Lt – 712 Squadron, 448 BG
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Jack was born on 30 September 1920 in Lordsburg, New Mexico, USA and in the 1940 United
Federal Census he was living at 4880 Kahala Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaii with his father Edward F
O’Brien, his mother Sadye, and elder brother Edward F O’Brien age 22. In 1941 he is mentioned in
the 1940-41 R L Polk & Co’s Island of Hawaii Directory as acting editor of the Hilo-Tribune
Herald. Jack signed on 15 February 1942 for his Draft, his then employer was Pearl Harbour “For
Contractors”. He weighed 133lbs, complexion light, brown eyes, brown hair, his height was 5’6”
and finally he gave his father Edward as his next of kin. On 15 February 1943 Jack enlisted as an
aviation cadet at San Antonio Aviation Cadet Centre and there he was given his service number
which is recorded as 15108236 in the Air Corps. He had completed two years of college, his place
of residence is given as Marion, Indiana and his civil occupation is given as “skilled in production
of bakery products”. His service record started on 12 April
1943. The next set of records I found he is listed as a pilot
with his crew as Crew 1, flying a B24 - 42-7591 FAT STUFF
II (later interred 12 July 1944 in Switzerland with a different
crew) for the journey over to the European Theatre of War.
On 4 December 1943 FAT STUFF II touched down at Station
146 at 1410 hours in a flight of six B24s having flown over
from St Mawgan in Cornwall at the end of their journey from
the USA. His service number had changed to 0741929 and he
is listed as 1st Lt Jack W O’Brien. I was not able to confirm
when he became Captain, however, he ended his service on 1
November 1945 and is described as a decorated B24 Liberator
bomber pilot, Captain and Squadron Commander. One of his
postings after leaving Station 146 was as Commanding
Officer of the Coconut Island Pilot Rest and Recuperation
facility. Sadly, he died on 6 January 2004 aged 83 and was
buried in Riverside National Cemetery, California with his
wife Winona who died 1 July 2003. He was survived by his
children John, Linda, Mike and Colleen.

(findagrave.com)

RAYMOND (RAY) MITCHELL BOLL – co-pilot – 0806394 – 2nd Lt – 712 Squadron, 448 BG
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Raymond was born on 22 June 1923 in Antigo, Wisconsin,
USA. The 1930 Census lists Raymond residing at 1326 Third
Avenue, Antigo with his parents Richard and Emma Boll and
his older sisters Donna Marie 11 years old and Marion 9 years
old. In the 1940 Census the whole family had moved to 309
Morce Street, Antigo. Raymond’s job was clerking for
Ecanony Baye. On 30 June 1942 Ray signed up for the Draft
and his employer at the time was Albert H Weinbrenner Shoe
Co of Antigo. He weighed 175lbs, light complexion, brown
eyes and brown hair and was 5’11. He gave his father Richard
Boll as next of kin. He enlisted in the Army Air Corp and
received his wings in June 1943. He arrived at Station 146 on
4th December 1943 aboard Fat Stuff II. On 21 st April 1944 his
name appears in a Missing Air Crew Report. (more of that later
with another crew member). He completed 30 missions and he
returned home and on 23 January 1947 he married Joyce Ann
Millke in California. She was a nurse and was commissioned a
second lieutenant in the Army and she was awarded several
Army decorations including the Victory Medal. After having
her children with Raymond, she went back to nursing.
Raymond continued his military career and received the Distinguished Flying Cross among numerous
other decorations, awards and commendations for his service in WW2, the Berlin Airlift and as a
member of the Strategic Air Command during the Cold War. He served several tours overseas to
England, Germany and Panama. He belonged to the Retired Officers Association, B-47 Association, B58 Hustler Association and the VFW. His rank when he completed his military career was that of
Lieutenant Colonel. He then went on to study at the University of Texas at Arlington and was awarded a
B.S in psychology. Ray passed away on 21 May 2009 and was laid to rest in Dallas-Fort Worth National
Cemetery, Dallas. Raymond and Joyce were married 62 years.
SEYMOUR AUSFRESSER – Navigator – 0669936 (12014865) – 1st Lt – 712 Squadron, 448 BG
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Seymour was born in Manhattan, New York City on 13
December 1918 to Gustave and Yetta who were both born in
Austria and Gustav was a self-employed barber. Seymour’s
older siblings were Sidney, Ernest, Lucy, Francis and Paul who
were all born in New York. By the 1930 Census they are all
living at one address including Lucy, who had married a Dane
Kirsheaum whose parents were born in Russia and Austria. The
1940 Census shows only Seymour remains living with his
parents. On 25 September 1941 Seymour signed the Draft. He
was described as unemployed, weighed 150lbs, ruddy
complexion, eye colour is described as other, (I wonder what
that meant), hair brown and he is 5’7” tall. His mother Yetta is
listed as next of kin. On 17 March 1942 he was employed as a
salesman. He enlisted into the Air Corp and was given a
service number of 12014865 (later changed to 06699346). At
this time, he is single but on 24th September 1943 he married
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Muriel J Becker in Manhattan, New York. This was before he departed overseas to Europe in Crew 1
arriving at Station 146 on 4 December 1943. On 21 April 1944 Jack and his crew were flying in B24 42-28711 named Little Sheppard. The mission for the day was Brux, Czechoslovakia, however, they
were recalled before reaching the target. Whilst flying back over the English Channel it appeared the
aircraft was icing up and subsequently went into a spin, the pilot rang the ‘bail out’ bell when a crash
appeared imminent. Seymour, as the navigator let the Bombardier (Lt Arthur Steele) out of the nose
turret. He then pulled the emergency door and jumped out. The Bombardier however got part of his
equipment caught and that slowed his progress out. He realised that he was not alone in the aircraft when
he saw the bomb load being jettisoned. He made his way up to the flight deck. The Co-pilot Raymond
Boll had seen Seymour’s parachute and radioed Air Sea Rescue but they failed to find Seymour. The
rawness of this event was brought home to Lt Arthur Steele when he got back to the quarters which he
shared with Seymour for there on
Seymour’s bed was a letter from
his
wife
Muriel
(Muriel
remarried in 1947). Seymour has
no known grave but his name is
inscribed on the ‘Wall of the
Missing’ in Cambridge American
Cemetery
and
Memorial,
Cambridge, England.

(findagrave.com)
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ARTHUR (ART) STEELE – Bombardier – 0678486 – 1st Lt – 712 Squadron, 448 BG
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Arthur was born on the 19 August 1920 in McCook,
Red Willow, Nebraska. His father was Arthur Twain
Steele and his mother was Beulah. The 1930 Census
showed he was living with his parents, sisters Hazel
age 12, Dorothy age 10, Doris age 7, Marion 4 and
brother William 2. By 1940, they are still living
together but they have been joined by Norma 9. On
16 January 1941 Arthur signed up for the Draft, his
employment status was that of unemployed, weight
155lbs, ruddy complexion, brown hair, hazel eyes and
was 5’8” tall. No enlistment date has been found but
by April 1943 he completed cadet training as a
bombardier at Midland TX. He joined Crew 1 of 712
Squadron and stayed with them until June 1944. Of
the sixty crews who went to Station 146 in December
1943 Crew 1 is reported to be one of only ten who
completed their 30 mission requirements. Arthur was
mustered out of the Air Force in September 1945. For
a time, he was a civilian photographer however the
military drew him back as he volunteered to return to
the United States Air Force to serve during the
Korean War. He flew with the 345 Squadron, 98
Bomb Wing flying B29s. He retired as a Major in September 1967 having served for twenty-seven
years. He married Frances M Richmond and they went on to have children. Arthur passed away on 3
January 2013 at the age of 92.

JOSEPH J BUSHEK – Top Turret Gunner - 13054598 – TSgt. 712 Squadron, 448 BG
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In this case it proved difficult to confirm that I
had the correct person’s records from the
sources. However, by inputting the service
number 19056598 which is given in Jeffrey
Brett’s book for Joseph I came across a
Wesley J Tompkins and he was also in the Air
Corp enlisted at Fort MacArthur on 6 March
1941, served in WW2 and Korea with the rank
of TSgt. He was born 20 February 1920 and
passed away on 30 April 1969. As a last
resort I went to an official document namely
that of the Missing Air Crew Report dated 21
and 27 April 1944 and there listed for Joseph
Buschek was service number 13054598.
Proof I had the right man all along, success
finally.
(The Brownsville Herald 31st Oct 1944)
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JOSEPH JOHN BUSHEK was born on 12 July 1920 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to Stanley and
Stella Bushek and in the 1930 Census the family were still residing in Philadelphia. They consisted of
Stanley who was a tailor with his own store and born in Poland, as were his parents, Stella who was
born in Philadelphia but her parents were born in Prussia and their children all born in Philadelphia,
Victoria age 23, Dorothy age 19, Irene age 13 and Joseph age 8. By the 1940 census the household had
reduced to Stella and Stanley who still had the same occupation, Irene who was a bookkeeper at a
Telephone Co and Joseph who is classed as a new worker. On 16 February 1942 Joseph signed up for
the Draft, he gives his mother Stella ‘as the person who will always know his address’, weight 180lb,
light complexion, blue eyes, brown hair and was 5’11” tall. He was employed as a salesman for the
Bierly Beverage Co. On 4 March 1942 he enlisted and was given the service no 13054598. From this
date until 18 November 1943 he is recorded as serving in the USA but on 19 November 1943 to 21
September 1944 he was in the European Theatre of War. Once back in the USA he appears to be given a
new service number T-147929 until 2 March 1946 where he leaves S.A.D A.A.F PDC in San Antonia,
TEX and military service. On 13 June 1975 he married Shirley Mayes in Harris, Texas. Sadly, he
passed away 28 August 1987 and was laid to rest in the Houston National Cemetery on 1 September
1987.
JEROME A HAAS – Assistant Top Turret Gunner/Radio Operator 36261526 – TSgt. 712
Squadron, 448 BG
Jerome Arthur was born on 16 May 1921 in Stevens Point, Wisconsin. By the 1940 Census he is living
in Neenah, Winnebago with his parents Arthur and Marietta, his two younger brothers Douglas 14 and
Harrold 2 together with sister Beverley 10. On 15 February 1942 he signed up for the Draft, age 20 and
was employed by Kimbaly-Clark Corp, weight 160lbs, light complexion, grey eyes, hair brown and
height at 5’11”. His enlistment date is given as 29 August 1942 and he was given the service number of
36261526. His marital status is given as married. It is quite possible that this marriage ended as on 20
October 1984 he married a Rosemary Fischer. Sadly, Jerome passed away age 81 on 6 November 2002.

CHARLES L HUTTON – Right Waist Gunner R35661741 – SSgt. 712 Squadron, 448 BG
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Charles was born 25 April 1922 in Corbin, Kentucky. By
the 1930 Census he was living at 48 Dixie Highway,
District 2, Laurel, Kentucky with his parents Charles, a
carpenter and Olzie together with sisters Mary 9, Cleo 5,
Margaret 3 and his grandmother Elizabeth and Aunt Effie.
By the 1940 Census the family are living on US Highway
No25-route No3, Laurel. Freddie 9, Robert 4 and George 1
have joined the family, but no mention of the grandmother
or aunt. Two years later, on 22 June Charles signed up for
the Draft. He was employed by Rotary Electric Steels Co,
Detroit, Michigan, weight 155lbs, complexion ruddy, blue
eyes, brown hair and was 5’9” tall. Charles enlisted on 24
September 1942 and was given the service number of
35661741. It is not known when he was discharged from
the USAAF, however he goes on to marry Irene and they
have two children, Charles J Hutton and Deborah L HuttonViera. Sadly, Charles passed away age 76 on 4 January
1999. The inscription on his gravestone reads US Army Air
Corps WW II and right at the bottom it says “fly with the
angels”

WALTER D GARLAND – Left Waist Gunner - 36556774 – SSgt – 712 Squadron, 448 BG
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Sadly, I could not find enough evidence to link any documentation directly to Walter, except that
sometime in June 1944 he was admitted and released from a military hospital with acute sinusitis. Also,
that he was recorded on the Missing Air Crew Report dated 21 and 27 April 1944 when they sadly lost
Seymour as part of Crew 1.
JAY R DEMPSEY – Tail Turret Gunner – 13145844 – SSgt – 712 Squadron, 448 BG
Jay Robert was born on 4 February 1924
in Twin Rocks, Pennsylvania to John and
Blanche M Dempsey. John was an
electrician and it appears Blanche’s father
was born in Canada. By the 1930 Census
the family were living in the township of
Altoona, Blair. By the 1940 Census the
family are in Ashville, Cambria and Jay
has a sister Reba who was born in 1936.
Jay graduated from Gallizin High School,
PA in 1942. No draft papers appear for
Jay but on 20 November 1942 he enlists at
Altoona, Pennsylvania into the Air Corps
with the rank of private and service
number 13145844 as a tail gunner. On 19
November 1943 he prepared to fly with
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the rest of Crew 1 to the European Theatre of Operations where he flew 31 combat missions and 17 noncombat missions. While in service he received the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal and five
Oak Leaf Clusters. On 3 August 1944 he returned to the USA and on 5 October 1945 received an
honourable discharge from USAAF. The next few words are taken from Jay’s obituary. He passed away
on 5 October 2007. The following words are from part of his published obituary.
“Following the war, he attended St Francis College in Loretta, PA. He entered the workforce as a
chemist doing much research and development and quality control early on for NASA. Jay married
Dorothy R Brown on 24 September 1949 in Pittsburgh and they go on to raise eight children. In 1986 he
was listed in “Who’s Who” for his expertise in the plastics industry. He was known as the “Walking
Encyclopaedia of the Plastics Industry” due to his over 30 years of
experience in the field. Some of his most outstanding work was for the
Ford Motor Company and the products he developed to assist the
boating industry. Jay developed the solid fuel and the heat shield that
were used on many of the early space shuttles. He also worked for
Thiokol. Over the years he served as Vice President of THANCO CO,
taught seminars, gave lectures and reports, and initiated education tours
in industry for young engineers for industry education week. He also
actively supported the arts, mainly the symphony, civic chorus and
choral groups and Metropolitan opera. Jay served as director for the
Boy Scouts of American Council and was a lifetime member and
quartermaster for his hometown chapter of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars.”

THOMAS WILLIAM ABBOTT – Ball Turret Gunner - 33162501 – SSgt – 712 Squadron – 448
BG
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Thomas William’s father was Thomas
Vincent Abbott and he was born about
1890. On 8 March 1911 he married Myrtle
Marie Watson. It also appears that history
was repeating itself as father then son
would have served in the military in WW1
and WW2. In the 1920 Census Thomas
Vincent and his family were living in
Allegheny, Pennsylvania. He was listed as
a Railroad machinist. The family consisted
of his mother Julia Abbott (whose father
was born in Ireland), his brother Leo 17,
himself 28, his wife Myrtle 29 and
children Leo 6, Catherine 3 and Thomas
William born 30 June 1918. In the 1930
Census the household consisted of Julia,
Thomas Vincent listed as a machinist in a
glass shop, Leo 16, Catherine 14 and
Thomas William, there was no mention of
Myrtle Maria. Thomas William signed up
for the Draft on 16 October 1940 in
Pittsburgh,
weight
124lb,
light
complexion, blue eyes, brown hair, was

5’5” tall and was working for the Pennsylvania Railroad. Thomas William married Gaynell H Barrett on
21 November 1941 and he enlisted in New Cumberland, Pennsylvania with the service number
33162501 on 12 March 1942. He received his aerial gunner wings at Harlingen, Tex, May 1943. He
listed the address of his wife and his parents as 1925 Wharton Street, Pittsburg. On 19 November 1943
he leaves with his crew for the European Theatre of War. Whilst at Station 146 in June 1944 he was
admitted to the hospital having been diagnosed with a hernia, inguinal (not strangulated). It does not say
what treatment he received or how long he was in the hospital. He returned to the USA on 3 August
1944 and was given an honourable discharge on 3 October 1945 from Florida and his family were still
living at the same address. He was awarded an Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters and the
Distinguished Flying Cross. Sadly, Gaynell passed away on 29 November 1966. In 1969 he married
Rosemarie and they had been married for 42 years when Thomas William passed away 9 April 2010 age
91.

om
.c

th

48

e4

fth

so

ie

or

St

I have enjoyed finding out just a little bit about the men who formed Crew 1. I feel I know them better,
from the background of their families and the various countries which their parents or grandparents were
born in. Their various forms of employment, two of them stayed in the military and at least two went
back into education. Some of them I could not find too much information about, all except one went
back to their families and that family lost a very much-loved member. How did that family move on
especially on special days, I am sure he was always in their hearts? They have no grave that they could
visit, only the knowledge that he is remembered on the Wall of the Missing in the American Cemetery,
Cambridge and on our Roll of Honour in our newly enlarged Chapel.

(b24bestwb.com)

