
Aircraft 42-50820 – 6th November 1944

When we lose someone, despite the pain, guilt and turmoil, questions about them always haunts us.

How? When? Why? What? Did they feel pain? Were they scared? Could anything have helped

them? Many don’t feel a full explanation has been given or the grief has been overwhelming that

they haven’t taken in the explanations. Many people spend years looking for answers that will never

come.  There  are  no  satisfying  answers and  in  the  conflicts  of  war  not  all  questions  can  be

answered……...

.

With this story below, we remember ten men from the 448th BG, 715th Squadron who lost their lives

in the service of their country while being stationed here at Seething, England. Their families had so

many questions which most remained unanswered for decades. Therefore, for the minutes it takes

you to read the rest of this article let the men mentioned dwell in your thoughts. (As we did when

we gathered at the Memorial at Station 146 on 8 November 2020)

.

These ten men were the crew of the Aircraft, B24 Liberator, 42-50820 which on the 6th November

1944 crashed and was lost – (10348 missing report)

.

Pilot 1st Lt Frank Rector Genarlsky –

0886510 – (18020725) – was born

on  19th December  1917  to  Frank

(b1894)  and  Gladys  (b1894)

Genarlsky in Tarrant, Texas. Frank

had  three  sisters;  Doris  (b1923),

Inez  (b1933)  and  Dorothy  May

who  passed  away  in  infancy.  He

enlisted into the Air Corps on 19th

August  1940,  in  Fort  Worth,

Texas,  becoming  18020725.  His

civilian  occupation  was  listed  as

that of a Draughtsman, working for

the Zingery Oil Map Company.  

.
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                                    Frank started his training at Chanute Air Field, Rantoul in Illinois. He then

graduated to 10th School Squadron, Lowry Field, Colorado in June 1941. By

December 1942 he was listed as training in San Antonio, Texas. It was at

South Plains Flying School at Lubbock in 1943 when he finally received his

Wings,  after  which  he  moved  to  Fort  Worth  Army  Air  Field  where  he

undertook his transitional training. During November 1943 Frank married his

sweetheart Edwina Griffin. Overseas deployment orders saw Frank arriving

in England on D Day plus 3.  By the time of the fatal mission he had already

completed at least 24 missions. He was awarded the Air Medal with 3 oak

leaf clusters. Edwina remarried again 1946.

.

Co-pilot 2nd Lt Albert Andrew Pempek – 0699905 – (2062094) – was born in 1915

in Chicago, Illinois. He enlisted into the Air Corps

on 3rd February 1941 in Chicago, Illinois where he

was  issued  Serial  20620964.  His  civilian

occupation was listed as that of a skilled mechanic.

In  December  1943  he  won  his  wings  and  was

commissioned  as  a  2nd Lieutenant.  He  married

Mary Jane  McKelvie  on  21st  April  1944 in  San

Francisco,  just  before  he  shipped  overseas  and

onward to Seething. 

.

Navigator 2nd Lt Walter Allan Ford – 0717420 – (19201038) – He was born on 6th

September 1923 in Portland, Oregon to Walter and Maude Ford. He had a

brother David and a sister Maude.  He enlisted on 4th March 1943 in Lincoln,

Nebraska. His occupation was noted down as working for the Bank of Cal.

His first serial number was  19201038.  He is listed as arriving by plane at

Station 146, Seething, on 19th July 1944 with F/O Dobson B. 

.

Bombardier 2nd Lt Ralph Francis O’Neil – 0886634 – (11082085) – was born on 20th

February 1924 in Melrose,  Massachusetts,

to Frank (b1897) and Mary (b1895) O’Neil.

Ralph  had  one  sister,  Carol  (b1935).  He

enlisted  on  3rd August  1942  in  Boston,

Massachsetts.  On  his  draught  card  his

occupation  was  noted  as  Actor.  His  first

serial number was 11082085. 

 

                                             The Boston Globe (3rd Feb 1946)

.
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Top Turret T/Sgt Paul Novichenk – 15323363 - was born on 28th December 1920 in

Monongalia  County,  West  Virginia  to  John  and  Mary  Novichenk.   He

enlisted on 21st October 1942 into the Air Corps at Fort Hayes, Ohio. His

occupation was noted as Machinist. (For you, the reader when searching on

Paul I came across his will which was made on 18 March 1944. I had heard

about  this  type of wills,  but I  did not imagine I  would find one.   It  was

incredibly sad reading this, which was proved 4th March 1946). 

                                    .

                                    Paul arrived in England at the end of May 1944 and was assigned to the 850th

Bomb Squadron, 490th Bomb Group at Eye, Suffolk, and crew #60. As soon

as they arrive the Squadron was

transferred to become part of the

Carpetbaggers  -  801st Bomb

Group  (provisional).  Their  first

mission  was  in  July  1944  with

their  “Fly-away”  ship  Number

129561, piloted by 2nd Lt Robert

L  Byerley.  By  September  1944

they  had  achieved  28  missions.

At  some  point  after  September

Paul  was  assigned  to  the  448th

and  joined  Frank  Genarlsky’s

crew.

Standing L-R – M. Zavesky (Gunner), R. Haines (Bombardier), 

H. Drescher (Copilot), R. Byerley (Pilot), R. Carlisle (Navigator), 

H. Townley (R.O), Kneeling L-R – P. Novichenk (Gunner),

 J. Salazar (Gunner), R. Lyons (Engineer), T. Ryczek (Gunner)

.

Radio Operator T/Sgt James W McLaughlin – 32440514 – was born on 12th June 1908 in

New York.  He enlisted on 29 August 1942 at Ft Jay, Governors Island, New

York. His occupation was noted as Semi-skilled occupation in manufacture

of automobiles. His form also stated that he was a widower with dependants

and his mother Rosa was his contact person.

.

Right Waist Gunner S/Sgt Joseph A Yates – 13184568 - was born in Hawaii in 1922 to Joseph

(b1891) and Carrie (b1890). Joseph had a sister Marguerite (b1916) and a

brother  George (b1925)  who served in  the  South west  Pacific.  The 1930

census  records  the  family  having  a  Mary Babiak  (aged 18)  living  in  the

household as their “servant”.

.
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[Cpl  George  C  Yates  –  13133057 -

George was a member of a wrestling

squad during 1941 and 1942 and won

several  titles.  He  enlisted  on  18th

March  1943  in  Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania.  In  August  1943  he

received  basic  training  at  Fort

McClelland,  Alaska  as  a  member  of

the  intelligence  division  and  got

interested  in  boxing,  trying  out  for

their division championship. In March

1944 Pvt.  Yates  left  for combat  duty

from  Camp  Ord.  California.  During

his  time in the Pacific,  he became a

veteran of the Solomon, Bougainville,

Leyete,  and  Luzon  campaigns.  He  received  the  Bronze  star  and  Purple

Heart.  In  September  1945  Pfc  Yates  was  awarded  the  Silver  Star  for

gallantry in action. He had just completed a bitter three month campaign

against the Japs in Cebu, Philippines and had rescued three injured soliders

during crossfire.  To end his award ceremony perfectly,  it  was announced

that Japan had capitulated. In December 1945 Cpl. Yates was honourably

discharged from the army.]

                                    .

                                    Joseph enlisted on 1st November 1942 at

Wayne, Pennsylvania. His records also show he

was  married  and  was  in  the  Reserves.  He

received  his  basic  training  at  Nashville,

Tennessee, after which he was sent to Jefferson

Barracks,  Missouri.  In April  1943 he attended

armament school at Lowry Field, Texas, before

moving  onto  gunnery  training  at  Flexible

Gunnery  School  in  Harlingen,  Texas.  It  was

December  1943  when  he  received  his  Aerial

Gunners Wings. He then went to Salt Lake City,

Utah where he underwent operational training.

It was his 20th mission.

                                                                                                                        Joseph Yates

.

Left Waist Gunner S/Sgt Lewis Edwin McMahan – 18182755 – was born on 3rd February 1907

in Texas to Eli  Frank (b1873) and Minnie (b1877).  Lewis had 3 brothers

George  (b1901),  Carl  (b1905)  and  Frank  (b1921)  and  4  sisters  Cozette

(b1903), Marie (b1909), Bertha (b1913) and Dorotha (b1919). In the 1910

census the family had a hired hand – John Allred (aged 34).  

                                    Lewis enlisted on 27th October 1942 in Lubbock, Texas. His occupation was

noted down as Opticians,  lens grinders and polishers. He is also listed as
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divorced without dependants and his next of kin was his father Eli McMahan

of Van Alstyne, Texas.

                                    He was promoted to Sergeant in September 1943.

.

Tail Gunner S/Sgt Albert P Cole – 12228133 – was born in 1926 in New York to Edger

(b1896)  and  Clara  (b1897)  Cole.  He  had  a  sister  Theresa  (b1918).

Unfortunately in 1941 his parents divorced and his mother won custody of

Albert who was 15 at the time.

                                    He enlisted on 5th October 1943 in New York City, New York. At the time,

he  was  working  at  the  Lucky  Food  Market.  He  passed  his  medical  and

physical examinations but had to wait until he turned 18 before he could start

training- which was a couple of weeks. He started training at Greensboro,

North  Carolina,  Basic  Training  Center  of  the  Army  Air  Forces  Eastern

Technical  Training  Command.  He graduated  from the Gunnery School  at

Tyndall  Field, Florida.  He then took additional  training at Westover field,

Massachusetts, before heading over to England in April 1944.

                                    He participated in 20 combat missions and received the Air Medal and a

citation  for  “meritorious  achievement  in  accomplishing  with  distinction

several serial operational missions over enemy occupied continental Europe.”

Albert sent his mother his medal which she received the day before she was

informed that he was missing.

.

Nose Turret 1st Lt  Alton  Layton  Kraft  –  0702055 –  (19137263) –was  born  26th

December  1921  in  Concord,  California  to  John

(b1878)  and  Edna  (b1884)  Kraft.  Albert  had  2

brothers  Raymond  (b1909)  and  Kenneth  Charles

(b1913) – who was Chief Water Tender in the U.S

Navy - and 3 sisters Marie (b1905), Mildred (1907-

1909) and Vivian (b1915).  

 Alton  enlisted  on  18th February  1943  at  Sheppard

Field,  Witchita  Falls,  Texas,  and  was  at  the

University of California when he entered service. He

had lettered in track and football and was a member

of the R.O.T.C. rifle team.  His first serial number

was  19137263.  In September 1943, he went to the

Big Spring Bombardier School, Big Springs, Texas

to  qualify  for  his  commission  as  a  Second

Lieutenant. In April 1944 he was given the rank of

Second Lieutenant and was certified as a bombardier

having  graduated  from  Davis-Monthan  Field  in

Arizona.  Shortly  afterwards,  he  was  sent  over  to

England.

                                    He was a member of the Caterpillar Club, received the Purple Heart for

wounds  sustained  over  Germany  on  August  26th 1944.  Following  his

recovery he returned to active service and was awarded the Air Medal with

Oak Leaf cluster.
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                                    His parents received the telegram that their son was missing on Thanksgiving

Day 1944.

.

The mission on 6th November for the 448th BG was the Mittelland Canal  at  Minden, Germany

“before they arrived at their target, aircraft 42-50820, flown by 1st Lt Frank Genarlsky received a

flak hit in the number two engine, which then burnt for a while but then went out.  He feathered

propeller and the ‘plane lost altitude at 5206N – 0735E and then peeled off under control, heading

back for England” as reported in the official report. 

.

The aircraft subsequently crashed near the road to Billerbeck and all ten crew were killed.  Ralph

and Albert were the only two of the crew identified and were classed as KIA and were buried in

separate  graves  to  the  rest  of  the  crew  who  were  then  identified  as  MIA.  This  was  in  the

Community  Cemetery  in  Billerbeck.  Billerbeck  is  approximately  250  miles  from Station  146,

Seething, Norfolk.

.

I will touch on an extremely sensitive subject that of what happened to the buried bodies of all the

service personal such as the crew of 42-50820.  It is too big a subject to cover but for our crew in

1949 Ralph’s body was repatriated back to the USA and he was interned in Blue Hill Cemetery,

Braintree, Massachusetts.  It was not until 1950 that the nine other crew members were repatriated

and interned all together in the Rock Island National Cemetery, Illinois.

.

However, this story has a twist! I came across an official report for the burial of our nine crew as I

counted  the  names  etc  on  the  list  there  were  ten,  but  we  already  know that  Ralph  had  been

repatriated and buried separately in 1949.  Carefully checking the names, I discovered the name

Harold Waidner Rial. After further researching I discovered that his body had been found nearby

and local people assumed that he was part of our B24 crew, and he was buried with the others.

There is only one thing wrong our men lost their lives on 6th November 1944, Harold died on 7th

March 1945.  Also, in this research I discovered a short report from a Dutch Aviation Historian in

January 2009 asking for help in solving this mystery. Then in May 2009 a second person responded

and found that Harold W Rial was a tail gunner in the 306 BG, 423 rd squadron who were known as

The Reich Wreckers, based at Station 111 at Thurleigh,  Bedfordshire and flew B17s, who was

killed on 7 March 1945.

.

I decided to take it further and I discovered that Harold was indeed a tail gunner flying as part of the

crew of a B17 being piloted by a 2nd Lt Clifford L Steiger – 0782648, who later arose to be a Lt.

Colonel and went to serve later in the Korean conflict. It was reported  that on 7th March 1945

Steiger’s aircraft collided with a ‘plane of the 368th BG of Lt Herbert Cohn just as the bomb run was

about to commence.   Steiger’s crew bailed out over France but the tail  gunner was lost as the

compartment was cut open and Harold Rail fell out.

.
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Sgt. Harold Waidner Rial – Tail Gunner - 39467475 - was born on 12th March 1925 in Yakima,

Washington  to  Harold  (b1896)  and Elizabeth

(b1898). Harold had 2 sisters Elizabeth (b1933)

and Kathiene (b1937). 

Harold (Hal)  enlisted on 17th August 1943 at

Spokane, Washington and he entered the Army

in September 1943. He had only been overseas

1  month  before  his  death.  His  final  resting

place  is  with  our  guys  of  the  448th,  715th

Squadron so in a way we have adopted him.

.

Just one more item before I leave our crew and our extra B17 crewman they were all finally laid to

rest  in  Rock  Island  National  Cemetery,  Rock  Island,  Rock  Island  County,  Illinois,  USA on  3

November  1950  and  they  had originally  crashed  on  6  November  1944  and  were  buried  on  8

November in the Billerbeck Cemetery precisely 76 years to the day that we all stood round the

Seething memorial on 8th November 2020 and told their story.

Standing (L-R) S/Sgt Joseph Yates, S/Sgt William Newell, S/Sgt T. K.Murphy,  S/Sgt W. Parks, T/Sgt James McLaughlin

Sitting (L-R) 2nd Lt. Ralph F. O’Neil, 2nd Lt. Frank Genarlsky, 2nd Lt. Albert A. Pempek, T/Sgt Paul Novichenk, 2nd Lt. William A. 

Ford

.

You can watch the memorial service of November 8th, 2020, where Ann-Margaret shares their story,

here -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCE6_29kK48
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