Julius Leroy Engdahl – (18060112) – Pilot
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Lt. Julius Leroy Engdahl was born on 12th December 1919, in Brady,
Texas, to Walter (b1897) and Flora Griffay (b1897) Engdahl. Walter was
born on 1st January 1897 in East Sweden. Flora was born on 28th April
1897 in Texas. They married on 17th October 1917. Walter served in
World War 1 with the Army and after the war he became a farmer. As
well as Leroy they had three daughters, Alice (b1921), Anne (b1923), and
Georgia (b1925).
.
Leroy attended school in Rochelle, Texas, where he excelled in sports,
FFA and public speaking. After graduating from high school, he went to
Texas A&M and then Northwestern University in Chicago, Illinois.
.
Leroy was drafted on 1st July 1941 and enlisted on 16th September 1941,
at Houston, Texas. His occupation was noted as musicians and teachers
of music.
.
In September 1942, while stationed at Langley Field, Virginia, Leroy
was promoted from private first class to sergeant and passed the mental
and physical examinations for aviation cadet.
.
In November 1942, Leroy entered the Army Air Forces Classification
Centre at Nashville, Tennessee where he took all the examinations. He
qualified for all three branches – pilot, navigator and bombardier, being
placed in the first bracket in three tests. Leroy chose pilot training.
.
Leroy was assigned to Station 146 Seething in December 1943 and assigned to
713th squadron. However, Leroy did not have a regular crew assigned to him so
he volunteered to do as many missions as he could until his tour was over. He
even flew two missions in a single day. On 30th December 1943, Leroy flew his
first mission as a co-pilot. In total he flew 15 missions as a co-pilot and 15
missions as the pilot in 13 different aircraft. On the 11th May 1944, Leroy was
the first pilot at Seething to complete his thirty missions. He was met by his
comrades on his return and was given striped pyjamas, a bottle of scotch and a
cardboard replica of the Distinguished Flying Cross. A dinner was even given
in his honour. Leroy’s achievement was a great morale boost for the 448th bomb
group.
.
When he wrote home to his parents, he told them that it
was the happiest day of his life. “You should have seen the
reception awaiting our plane. I peeled of as we were
coming home and gave the field a real buzz, and my
radio operator was shooting flares for all he was worth.
Then I came in and landed and had about everybody
taking pictures. The colonel was there to extend
congratulations, and carried me to the dressing room in
his car, after, of course, the fellows had stripped of all my
clothesand put on me some of the loudest red, white and
blue pyjamas and a high top hat, and a big sign around my neck reading, “I have finished my
missions” and a giant-size DFC ribbon underneath that.”
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As an extra celebration for Leroy on that day, his First
Lieutenancy came through.
.
He was later awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross by
General Doolittle and decorated with the Air Medal and four
clusters. Leroy remained at Seething until 26th July 1944,
flying weather ships and test flying aircraft. He remained
active in the Air Force reserves for 25 years and retired with
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
.
On 22nd August 1944 Leroy married Peggy Corrine Lappin in Dallas, Texas but the marriage didn’t last
due to adultery so they separated on 28th November 1944 and they were divorced on 1st March 1945.
.
In 1945, Leroy was assigned to Camp Patrick Henry, in Newport, Virginia. While he was there, he met 17
year old Nora Christine Keener (b1927) who was a night clerk at the PX. They had a daughter called
Nancy Karen (b1946). As Leroy was apparently still married to his first wife, he could not marry Karen’s
mother. They parted ways. In May 1953, Nora married Richard Scarborough and had a son Richard Jr. In
1985 Karen tracked her father Leroy down and wrote to him but the reply was not what she was hoping
for. Leroy didn’t want to hear from her.
.
Leroy married Barbara Woolever (b1927) on 14th February 1947 and they had four daughters, Deborah
Kaye (b1949), Brenda Carol (b1951), Anita (b1953), and Donna Jean (b1955).
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Leroy passed away on 8th February 2010 in Orange,
Texas, but this is not the end of his story. When his
daughter Karen discovered her father had passed she
wrote to her four half sisters and they welcomed her
into their family with open arms.
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Following his military service, Leroy was employed by Brown and Root, Dupont as an instrument
mechanic, and then Dresser Industries, from which he retired after 25 years of service.
.
One of his greatest accomplishments was the restoration of
the control tower in Seething, England. He personally wrote
hundreds of letters to members of his bomber group and
solicited contributions so the tower could be restored to its
original state. Leroy was also instrumental in organizing and
planning annual reunions which took place in England and
various places in the U.S. He was active in yearly Veteran’s
Day programs and was extremely patriotic. Due to his failing
health, he was unable to participate in the 2009 program at
the Vidor schools. The program was dedicated to him, which
deeply touched his heart.
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