Flight Officer Hollis Andrew Taylor Clark
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Flying Officer Hollis Andrew Taylor Clark was born on the 17 th February 1915, in Toronto,
Canada. He was the son of Francis Way (b.1887) and Catherine Florence Clark (b.1886)
and had two sisters Catherine Margaret (b.1920) and Frances Eleanor.
.
In the 1921 census, the family were living in Stamford
Township, Welland County, Ontario, Canada. Hollis’s father,
Francis, occupation was a mail engineer.
.
Hollis attended the University of Toronto and graduated from
Trinity College in 1936.
.
He enlisted in April 1942 and trained in Toronto, St Catharines
and Hagersville. In June 1943 he went overseas.
.
Clark (service number J/26760) flew with the Royal Canadian
Air Force in the 550 Squadron (RAF North Killingholme). He
was posted to the 550 Squadron on the 5 th June 1944 and his
first live op (14th June 1944) was as the 2nd pilot to Pilot Officer
W J Bibby, on LM460 to attack the dock area of the French
port of Le Havre.
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On the 19th July 1944, Clark piloted Lancaster DV279 with his crew which included:-
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F/O Hollis A. T. Clark RCAF (P)
Sgt. William Aspinall (F/Eng)
(638124)
F/Sgt G W James RCAF (Nav)
(169607)
F/Sgt W E Reed (A/B) – (1399233)
F/Sgt Paul Edward Binder (W/Op)
(1198527)
Sgt W E Johnson (MU/AG)
(1819790)
Sgt David Lesley Marks (R/AG)
(1709204)
.

His mission, with 15 other aircraft was to carry out attacks on the largest synthetic oil plant in
the Ruhr, situated at Scholven-Buer near Gelsenkirchen.
.
The mission went well with reports of several outsize explosions seen and black oily smoke
reaching heights of 16,000 ft. However it was noted that ground opposition was more intense
on this mission and despite several enemy fighters being sighted, none of the crews reported
combats.
.
All aircraft except that of Clarks returned back to Base.
.
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The following details are from the ORB:
"[The] aircraft was twice hit by Flak on its bombing run rendering its Port Outer engine
unserviceable and after bombing the markers, the Port Inner had to be feathered when it
caught fire. On the homeward track whilst over the North Sea the Starboard Inner Engine
gave out, leaving only one engine serviceable and this was running hot. The crew decided to
try to make for an English airfield, but when the coast had been crossed a lot of height was
lost and the Captain ordered the crew to bale out.
After holding the aircraft on an even keel to allow the crew to bale out, it is presumed that the
aircraft was too low for the Captain to follow and in trying to land the aircraft hit overhead
cables and crashed, the Pilot crashing with his aircraft and losing his life. His crew landed
near Seething in Norfolk."
.
According to records Clark crashed 9 miles South-East of Norwich. Other
sources state he crashed in the village of Brooke.
.
Clark was 29 years old and selflessly died saving the lives of his crew
members. His crew, transferred away from North Killingholme to Base 11
only to return in October 1944 with F/O Williams as their pilot. The crew
completed their tour on the 14 th January 1945, although F/O Williams still
had 16 missions to complete.
.
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Clark's crew thought a lot of him and F/Sgt P E Binder even named his
son Andrew after Clark.
.
Clark is buried in Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey. One of many
unsung heroes.
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Flying Officer Hollis Andrew Taylor Clark is also
commemorated on the Bomber Command Memorial Wall
in Nanton. He is also memorialised in the Soldier’s Tower
at the University of Toronto.
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