S/Sgt Franklin Russell “Ace” Copp (19059360)
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The 58th Station Complement Squadron was a diversified outfit with men who had many different
skills and assigned very different roles such as Clerk, Radio Operator, Postal, Runway
Maintenance, Telephone lineman, Chemical Warfare Service etc. They took care of the base
activities such as Kitchen, Control Tower, Fire Squad, Ambulance Squad etc. Without this support
squadron there would be no 448th Bomb Group.
.
Franklin Russell Copp was born on the 12 th October 1919 in Eagle
Grove, Iowa to John Franklin (b1886) and Mary Margaret Johnson
(b1892) Copp. Franklin had four sisters, Eleanor May (b1914), Mary
Lois (b. 1927), Beverly Elaine (b1929) and Clovis Maxine (b19221924) and two brothers, Alvin Earnest (b1917) and James Melbourne
(b1924).
.
On the 1920 census, the family were living in Clarion City-Goldfield,
Wright, Iowa. John was working as a bridge carpenter on the NW
railroad. He and Mary had 3 children Eleanor May, Alvin Earnest and
Franklin. Mary’s two sisters Emma and Lenora and brother, Carl were
also living in the house.
(Franklin Copp – family source)
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By the 1925 census the family were still in Clarion and James was born. Unfortunately, they
welcomed and lost Clovis Maxine. John’s mother, Margaret Warner had become a widow and was
living with the family. Mary’s brother and sisters were not on the census.
.
By the 1930 census, the family had moved to Eagle Grove, Wright, Iowa. John was still working as
a carpenter on the railroads and the family welcomed Mary and Beverly to the family. John’s
mother Margaret had gone to live with her daughter. Eleanor was missing from the census but on
October 1st 1931 she married Clinton Henry Olson.
.
Franklin graduated from Eagle Grove High School in 1938.
.
By the 1940 census, the family were still living in Eagle Grove. John was still working on the
steam railroad while Franklin’s occupation was noted as “New Worker”.
.
[James Melbourne Copp was born on the 25th July 1924. After he
graduated from Eagle Grove High School he travelled to Washington and
worked as an auto mechanic. He enlisted on the 23rd March 1943 in Iowa
and served in the Rhineland and Central Europe as a construction
machinery mechanic as part of the Eighth Infantry Division. He was
awarded two bronze stars and two Combat Battle Stars. His unit helped
liberate a concentration camp with General Omar Bradley, General Dwight
D. Eisenhower and General Bernard Montgomery. James was discharged
on the 26th January 1946 and he was honoured by the Society of Survivors
of the Holocaust on the 7th April 1979. On the 16th August 1957 he married
Lorraine Cooper and they had two sons and three daughters. James passed
away on the 2nd January 2017]
.
Franklin enlisted on the 11th December 1941 at Fort Lewis, Washington and was given the service
number 19059360. He attended Chanute Field AAFTS for training and was assigned to the 5 th
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squadron. He was trained as an aircraft mechanic and studied engines, propeller and hydraulic
systems. He also became an instructor in aircraft engines for 6 months.
.
He was promoted to Cpl in January 1943. On the 15th March 1943, he was assigned to the 715th
squadron for the 448th Bomb Group and was their crew chief. By July 1943 he was promoted to
Sergeant. By the end of the war he was promoted again to Staff Sergeant.
.
Although Franklin was not part of the 58th Station Complement Squadron
he was ordered to travel to Station 146 Seething with the 58th Station
Complement on the transport ship General John Pope which left from
Virginia. Franklin and the Squadron travelled later than planed as the
General John Pope was delayed for a month in Norfolk, Virginia, U.S as it
waited for parts and repairs for an engine boiler. Finally, after 4 weeks of
waiting, the General John Pope was ready to sail.
.
The men travelled to the docks in Newport News and were met by the Red
Cross who gave them “cold tea and a cloth bag with a sewing kit and some
cigarettes and a few other odds and ends” (ref William Vickery 58th
Comp).
(family source)
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On the 5th September 1943, 6,000 troops and civilians boarded the General John Pope and sailed
unescorted across the Atlantic Ocean, as the rest of the convey had already left. It zig-zagged the
route all the way to avoid being hit by the German submarines. Many men were seasick and things
didn’t get better as the ship encountered a severe storm on day 3. Some holds ended up with about a
foot of water in them and all the men could have to eat were “a sandwich and oranges as the ship
was too unstable to do any cooking”(ref William Vickery 58th Comp).
.
They reached the port of Greenock in Scotland 8 days later on the 13 th September 1943. After
debarking, the unit travelled by train then truck to Seething. The base was still under construction
and they were the first Americans to arrive there. That first night there was an air raid over
Norwich. A German plane then decided to strafe the airfield thus the 58th was initiated into war.
.
Franklin met Joyce Wilkerson in Norwich only a week after he was
stationed at Seething 146.
.
Joyce Clara Wilkerson was born on the 27 th September 1924 in
Norwich to Ernest and Eliza Clara Critten Wilkerson. When the British
declared war on Germany, they suffered its first attack the very same
night. Her family had only a hastily dug hole in the ground with a metal
cover for refuge and everyone had to wear gas masks and earplugs. It
was in fact just an air raid warning – but scary all the same. The attacks
started to occur 10 months later.
.
Franklin married Joyce in St. Augustine’s Parrish church, Norwich on
the 10th February 1945. Joyce wore a heavy white brocade gown that
she had saved coupons for.
(Frank & Joyce’s Wedding –
family source)

.
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On the 11th June 1945 Franklin returned to Windsor
Locks, Connecticut, as a passenger on B24 Aircraft
#44-50859, piloted by 1st Lt. Albert B Sanders, and
not on the Queen Mary ship with the 58th Station
Complement Squadron. He was then taken to Camp
Miles Standish, Boston and given his 30 days rest
and recuperation, as were all the men returning
back from Europe before they were expected to
train for the South Pacific Theatre. But as we all
know V.J Day was announced. After his R&R he
was stationed at Lincoln Air Force Base, Nebraska
and was Honourable discharged on the 11th October
1945.
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L to R – Joyce’s sister, Doris Wilkerson; Mum, Eliza
Wilkerson; father, Ernest Wilkerson; Bride, Joyce
Wilkerson Copp; Groom, Franklin Copp; and unknown
Bridesmaid
.
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Joyce came over to New York on the 23 rd March 1946 aboard the Holbrook. On the 4 th January
1947 they had a son Barry L - who followed his father footsteps and became an aircraft
maintenance specialist.
.
In 1948 they moved to Hermiston, Oregon and Franklin worked at the Umatilla Ordnance Depot.
They then had a daughter, Doris on the 24th March 1949 but Joyce was homesick so they moved
back to England in 1949 intending to stay. Franklin worked for Caley’s chocolate factory but the
English housing situation in Norwich was not to their satisfaction so they went back to Eagle
Grove, Iowa, U.S. Franklin and his son Barry travelled back to New York in March 1953 on the
ship Veendam. Joyce and Doris returned in 1954.
.
On 20th March 1956 Franklin and Joyce welcomed another son Lynn to the world.
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Franklin worked for Boone Valley Cooperative a soybean processing plant in Eagle Grove for 28
years, retiring in 1981 as a Production Superintendent.
.
Joyce passed away on the 30th May 1978 in
Rochester, Minnesota and was cremated. Franklin
and Doris took her ashes back to England and she
had her last rites in St Augustine’s Parish Church
– the same church they were married in and laid
to rest in Horsham St Faith, Norfolk, England.
.
Franklin married Betty Lou Hill on the 14h June
1984 in Pendleton, Oregon and they lived in Eagle
Grove until Franklin passed away on the 15th
April 2010 in Clarion, Iowa, USA. Franklin’s
ashes are laid to rest in the two places he called
home – at Horsham St Faith to be next to Joyce
and at Eagle Grove to be near his family.
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